The caring
help you need.
Estates and
Estate Releases
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2020 State of the Court

Guardianships provide
protection for the vulnerable.
The court serves as superior guardian
over nearly 2,500 individuals in
Summit County. We continue to seek
better accountability to avoid their
exploitation and ensure they receive
the very best care. We even handdelivered 281 Christmas cards to
indigent wards.
SENIOR VISITORS
Dedicated volunteers made
271 total visits to seniors who
have no family.
GUARDIAN TRAINING
The court provided 170 hours
of training for new guardians.
Volunteer
Guardian Char
and her ward
Florence who
turned 100
this year.

In 2019, we met our
community’s needs
through 6,999
opened cases.

Volunteer
Guardian
Robert with
his ward
Jeffery
(Photo credit
Summit DD.)

VOLUNTEER
GUARDIAN PROGRAM
We are looking for qualified
individuals to make decisions for
those living in long-term care.
These wards may be older adults
or adults of varying ages who
have developmental disabilities.
Learn more at
www.volunteerguardian.com.
STAGES PILOT
INSTITUTE GRANT
The Court works closely with
Adult Protective Services and the
Prosecutor’s Office to combat
elder abuse in Summit County.

115

Estate-related cases opened.
When someone dies, all their real
or personal property that doesn’t
automatically transfer to their named
beneficiaries must be transferred
through Probate Court. This is known
as “probating the estate”. Learn
more at summitohioprobate.com/
2015/01/09/my-loved-one-haspassed-post.

1096

Release Cases: Nearly
half of the cases filed in the Court
are either Short Form Release from
Administration, Summary Release
from Administration or Release
from Administration.

1165 Full Administrations:

These are for estates where there
is a surviving spouse and assets
are over $100,000; where there is
no surviving spouse and assets are
over $35,000; or where a Wrongful
Death/Litigation Action has been
filed with the Court.

Help Desk

394 people were helped through

in-person consultations in the court.
This FREE service is offered to all
county residents.

415

Adoptions

2,826
Marriage Licenses

What is Guardianship and the
role of a Court Investigator?
Guardianships assist those who are
unable to manage their own affairs due
to mental impairment or developmental
disability. Probate courts are “superior
guardians” protecting the personal and
financial interest of every ward. Cases
that are filed in the court require our
highly qualified Court Investigators (CIs)
to meet each prospective ward wherever
they reside. The CI conducts an initial
guardianship investigation explaining the
person’s rights and submitting a written
report to the court. The responsibilities
continue throughout the duration of the
guardianship working as liaisons between
the Court and all the parties involved —
responding to any inquires and
troubleshooting as needed.

Meet the “eyes and ears” of Probate Court.
Our court has four Court Investigators (CI) with
nearly 70 years of experience in probate court and well
over 100 years combined experience in their field.

Lorrie Warren is a licensed social worker and has been
a CI for 30 years. She believes CIs are the eyes, ears
and nose of the court, describing the good and bad in
her reports. She checks for clutter, unopened mail and
critters that don’t belong in the home. The refrigerator
can tell a lot about a situation. She knows that everyone
from mail carriers, social services and even concerned
neighbors can help keep people safe.
Connie Swain has been a CI since 1996. Her favorite
part of her job is the wide variety of people she helps,
including older adults and those with mental health issues,
brain injuries or developmental issues. She also enjoys
lending and gaining expertise through networking with
agencies that assist these individuals.

In addition, CIs make recommendations
to the Court concerning court ordered
treatment, acts as liaison with other
agencies, and confers on matters that
could require court ordered intervention.
They are also Adoption Assessors and
complete home studies for suitable
placement for adoption.

Shelley Gilbertson has been a CI since 2007. With
a background in mental health services, she enjoys
advocating for vulnerable individuals. She values sharing
information with guardians as well their families and
those who reach out to the Court for help.
Steve Elliott has been a Magistrate and CI since
October of 2018. He ensures that individuals have their
voices heard throughout the process and beyond. The
toughest part of his job is seeing older adults who are
being exploited or neglected. The most rewarding part
is helping them get out of bad situations through the
protective order process or a guardianship proceeding.

Reaching
out through

These include senior living
communities, churches,
community centers, Chambers
of Commerce and expos.
• Akron Pride Festival/AIDS
Quilt Display
• Copley Road Better Block
• Soap Box Derby Senior Day
• Father Friendly Event
• Promises in the Park
with Summit Metro Parks

educational
events

• Hudson, Cuyahoga Falls,
Tallmadge, Nordonia
and Green Expos
• Minority Men’s
Health at Cleveland
Clinic Akron General
• NAMI Walk to raise
awareness about
mental illness

• On the Table discussion
of senior issues
• Summacare Health and
Wellness Fair
• United Way: Day of
Action, Read To Me Day
and Page It Forward

Marriage Licenses

2,826 marriage licenses were issued
On June 28, 2019, we held our first free outdoor
wedding in conjunction with the Summit Metro Parks.
30 people gathered in the beautiful Goodyear Metro
Park, to either marry their partner or renew their vows.
Cupcakes and music were both provided by Metro
Parks volunteers and every couple took a sapling tree
home to plant in commemoration of the day.

Promises in the park. A free outdoor wedding in partnership with
Summit Metro Parks

Summit Metro Parks went on to win a state award
for this partnership event. This year’s event will be held
on August 28.

New Day Court:

Assistance for the mentally ill
New Day Court began in 2016 and is the first of its kind in Ohio.
Participants living with long-term mental illness learn tools to take
an active role in their recovery and avoid repeat hospitalizations.

Clients in 2020

Active Clients

Graduates

Clients
Recommitted

Since it began, 502 unique individuals have entered New Day Court.

We finalized

115

adoptions into

86
families.

Akron Mason CLC students show
off their completed art project that
has a permanent installation in the
Probate Courtroom

Since October, The Jockey Being
Family Foundation has provided
each adoptee and their siblings
with a monogrammed backpack
filled with a teddy bear and
blanket. Each family also receives
a Parent Resource Tote with
post-adoption resources.

Senior Summit 2019:

Better services for fuller lives
On May 17, 2019, over 300
professionals attended a day of
learning and networking at the
second annual Senior Summit.
Due to the Covid-19 shutdown,
this year’s conference and expo
has been postponed until May
2021. We look forward to hosting
this event with our steering
committee partners focusing
on serving people of all ages in
our Age Friendly community.

209 South High Street
Akron, OH 44308-1616
Main: 330.643.2350
Fax: 330.643.2329
Help Desk: Free

SummitOhioProbate.com
Hours:
Monday through Friday
8:00am to 4:00pm
Closed Saturday, Sunday
and Legal Holidays

