LOCAL RULE 61.1

APPRAISER FEES/COMPENSATION

Summit County Probate Court will follow the Rules of Superintendence 61
If the amount of compensation cannot be agreed upon, the Executor or Administrator shall file an
application for allowance of compensation to each appraiser. Otherwise, no Court Order is
necessary, and credit may be taken for payment in the next regular account as provided by law,
subject to all exceptions which may be thereafter filed.
In the event the appraiser’s fee exceeds Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) approval must be
obtained upon proper application to the Court.
SUP. R. RULE 61. Probate Divisions of the Courts of Common Pleas --Appraisers.
(A) Without special application to the court, a fiduciary may allow to the appraiser as compensation
for services a reasonable amount agreed upon between the fiduciary and the appraiser, provided the
compensation does not exceed the amount allowed by local court rule. If no local court rule exists,
the compensation shall be subject to court approval.
(B) If, by reason of the special and unusual character of the property to be appraised, the fiduciary is
of the opinion that the appraisal requires the services of persons qualified in the evaluation of that
property, a qualified appraiser may be appointed and allowed compensation as provided in division
(A) of this rule.
Commentary (October 1, 1997)
This rule is analogous to former C.P. Sup. R. 28. The title to Sup. R. 61 has been amended to be
more inclusive and applies to appraisers in all probate matters. The term “appointment” in the title has
been deleted since the rule no longer deals with this issue.
Former law required three disinterested appraisers. Former C.P. Sup. R. 28(A) was intended to
clarify the transition from three appraisers to one appraiser. The rule is no longer needed and has been
deleted.
Former divisions (B), (C), (D), and (F) attempted to set guidelines for appraiser fees when the
court did not set forth a local rule. Division (A) now permits the compensation to be set by agreement of
the fiduciary and appraiser unless set by local rule. All disputes shall be settled by the probate court.
Former C.P. Sup. R. 28(A), (B), (C), (D), and (F) are unnecessary since the appraiser’s compensation is
adequately addressed by R.C. 2115.06.
Former C.P. Sup. R. 28(E) has been redesignated as Sup. R. 61(B) without substantive changes.
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