LOCAL RULE 51.1

STANDARD PROBATE FORMS AVAILABILITY

Forms for use in Summit County Probate Court are available on the Court’s website.
Attorneys are encouraged to use these forms.
Sup.R. 51. Probate Divisions of the Courts of Common Pleas -Standard Probate Forms.
(A) Applicability. This rule prescribes the format, content, and use of standard forms for designated
applications, pleadings, waivers, notices, entries, and other filings in certain proceedings in the
probate division of the courts of common pleas.
Where a standard form has not been prescribed by this rule, the form used shall be that required by
the Civil Rules, or prescribed or permitted by the probate division of the court of common pleas in
which it is being filed.
(B) Effective date; use of standard and nonstandard forms.
(1) This rule takes effect July 1, 1977 and applies to proceedings had on and after that date,
including proceedings in pending cases.
(2) The standard forms shall be used on and after January 1, 1978, and nonstandard forms
shall be rejected for filing.
(C) Modification of standard forms; pleadings and filings prepared for particular cases.
(1) A printed, blank standard form may be modified by deletion or interlineation to meet the
circumstances of a particular case or proceeding, if the modification can be accomplished
neatly and conveniently. No court shall require the modification of a standard form as a
routine matter. If any allegation, statement, data, information, pleading, or filing is required
by an appropriate local rule of court and a standard form does not make provision therefor, it
shall be provided in a separate or supplemental filing.
(2) Even though a standard form is prescribed, an original instrument may be prepared for
filing. Any such instrument shall be typed on eight and one-half by eleven inch paper. The
caption prescribed in Sup. R. 52 shall be used, and the instrument shall follow the format
prescribed for the standard forms. Any such instrument may modify the language of the
standard form, omit inapplicable matter required by the standard form, and add matter not
included in the standard form to the extent required by the circumstances of the particular
case or proceeding.
(D) Standard probate forms. The standard forms prescribed for use in the probate division of the
courts of common pleas are as follows.
Commentary (October 1, 1997)
This rule is identical to former C.P. Sup. R. 16.
This rule was amended effective December 13, 1989, to add a temporary provision suspending
the use of Standard Probate Forms 15.0 through 17.5, the guardianship forms. This was necessitated by
the revisions to the guardianship laws embodied in Substitute Senate Bill 46 of the 118th General
Assembly, effective January 1, 1990. New guardianship forms were adopted effective September 1, 1991
and the temporary provision was repealed. In addition, additional estate forms were adopted as the result
of Amended Substitute House Bill 346 of the 118th General Assembly, effective May 31, 1990. See R.C.
2113.03 and 2113.533.
The December 1989 amendment to this rule also added new Standard Probate Forms 18.0 through 19.1,
which are used for adoptions.
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