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l A message from
Judge Elinore Marsh Stormer

| am so proud to be your Probate Judge. Our
Court staff works hard every day to ensure that
we provide cost-effective and friendly service to
you. Please check out our user-friendly web site
for information on our services and procedures.
You may find answers to most of your questions
there. The web site also contains a number of
videos to assist you.

| know that when you come to Probate Court,
unless it is for a marriage license or adoption, it
could be at a very difficult time in your life. This
Court is here to serve you. Please let us know
how we can help you and your family.

SUMMIT COUNTY

PROBATE COURT

NAME CHANGES

When seeking to change a name, you
must provide a certified copy of your
birth certificate, a photo I.D., and proof
of Summit County residency for the
previous 12 months. You will have to
publish your request and then come to
court for a final hearing. Your social
security number does not change,
but you can choose to change your
birth certificate.

RECORDS

The Probate Court maintains records
of all matters filed with this Court,
including  estates,  guardianships,
trusts, marriage, changes of names,
as well as birth and death records
from 1867 through December 20,
1908. Most are available to the public,
except records for adoption, mental
iliness and developmental disability of
the ward. You can access most of these
records through the case management
system on our website or can obtain
copies in our records room.

HELP DESK PROGRAM

Probate Court proceedings can be
emotional and confusing. It is highly
recommended that you consult an
attorney to represent you. If, however,
you choose to represent yourself, the
Help Desk Program may be able to
help with simple, uncontested matters.

The Help Desk can:
* Answer questions regarding Probate
Court procedures

e Distribute and review probate forms
* Assist with simple estate transfers

e Clarify issues related to guardianships
® Provide notary services

The Help Desk attorneys cannot:

* Fill out the forms for you

* Prepare a will or other estate documents
¢ Give you advice on contested matters

You can call the Akron Bar Association at
330-253-5007 for a list of attorneys who
specialize in probate law.

All of the Probate forms are available in
the Probate Court Clerk's Office or may
be downloaded from the Court website
which contains explanatory information.
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Judge Elinore Marsh Stormer
209 South High Street
Akron, OH 44308-1616
(330) 643-2350
Fax (330) 643-2393

Marriage Licenses: (330) 643-2346
Records: (330) 643-2352
Adoptions: (330) 643-2326
Help Desk: (330) 643-2323
Guardianships: (330) 643-8771
Community Outreach: (330) 643-2332

Summit County Probate Court Hours
Open Monday through Friday
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

www.summitohioprobate.com



SUMMIT COUNTY PROBATE COURT
SERVICE. INTEGRITY. COMPASSION.

MARRIAGE LICENSES

Probate Court issues marriage
licenses for Summit County residents
or out of state residents getting
married in this county. To obtain the
license, both applicants must come
to court. If you were previously
married, bring a certified copy of your
divorce decree. For an application or
information on the marriage license
process and its fees, contact the
Court or visit our website.

GUARDIANSHIPS

The Probate Court appoints guardians
for a person unable to manage his or her
own affairs. The Court works to ensure
the personal and/or financial interests of
the ward are protected through mandatory
training and auditing.

Types of Guardianships

Person and/or Estate - A guardian
of the person makes all personal (e.g.
medical and housing) decisions for the
ward. A guardian of the estate controls
and protects the ward’s money if the
ward has more than $25,000 in assets.
One guardian may be appointed for both
person and estate.

Limited — A guardian with limited powers
makes restricted or specific decisions for
the ward. The ward retains all powers not
granted to the guardian.

Emergency - In the event of a debilitating
injury or discovery of financial abuse,
the Court may appoint an emergency
guardian for 72 hours which can be
extended for cause.

ADOPTIONS
Spouses, a step-parent, or a single adult
can adopt a minor child or an adult.

If a minor is being adopted, a home study
must be completed. Once an adoption is
final, the birth certificate is changed and
the original sealed. Adoption forms and
criteria for adoptions in Summit County
are located on our website. You will need
an attorney.

Please contact an attorney, an adoption
agency or the Summit County Probate
Court for further information.

TRUSTS

A trust is formed when a person gives
property to a trustee to hold and manage
for others known as the beneficiaries. A
living trust is created by a person (the
grantor) while alive and can be changed
by the grantor. A living trust bypasses
probate and requires the trustee to
follow your trust instruction in distributing
assets after your death.

A living trust may be appropriate for
individuals with complex financial or
personal circumstances, which can
include blended families or special needs
family members. You should consult an
attorney with experience in probate,
estate planning and tax matters.

A testamentary trust is formed by a will
which places the property you designate
into a trust on your death. The will must
be probated in order to move the property
into the trust.

Judge Elinore Marsh Stormer
For more information, visit our website at
PROBATE COURT - www.summitohioprobate.com or call us at 330-643-2350
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PROBATE ESTATE ADMINISTRATION
A properly executed will is the best way to
ensure that your wishes will be followed and
your property distributed as you intended
upon your death. A will lets you select an
executor and nominate a guardian if you have
minor children. If you do not have a will, your
probate property will be distributed according
to Ohio law to your blood relatives.

If a person dies owning probate property, a
legal proceeding known as “Probate” begins.
The first step is to determine if there is a valid
will and to appoint a person to collect and
disburse the probate property of the one
who has died (the decedent). That person
inventories the decedents property and
sees that claims, expenses and taxes
are properly paid with the remainder
distributed to those named in the will or
under Ohio law. Probate property is all
property titled in the decedents name
alone and may include bank accounts,
automobiles, stock, real estate and
personal items.

Property that is not “probate property” passes
outside of this process. Examples of non-
probate assets include joint and survivorship
property, payable on death accounts (POD),
transfer on death property (TOD), most life
insurance, investment accounts and retirement
benefits with named beneficiaries as well as
any property held in a trust.

Ohio no longer collects taxes on estates,
however there may be other taxes due on the
decedent’s income or property.

There are four types of probate estate cases.
The amount of money in the probate estate is
part of the decision as to which is appropriate,
as is the status of the heirs. A surviving spouse
has more options.

Short Form Release — A short form release is
used to transfer probate assets valued at less
than $4,500 when the funeral bill has been paid.

Summary Release — With Summary Releases,
no notice is required to be given to the next of
kin, beneficiaries or creditors, but there must
be a paid funeral bill. However, the limit on
transferable assets is $5,000 for a non-spouse
applicant and $45,000 for a surviving spouse
applicant.

Release from Administration - The asset limit
for Releases is $100,000 for a surviving spouse
or $35,000 for another applicant who is not the
surviving spouse but will inherit the probate
assets.. Releases do not require an inventory
or final account, but do require a paid funeral bill.

Full Estate Administration — Full Estates
are used for any situation not covered by a
limited administration. There is no limit on the
amount of probate assets to be transferred. An
administrator or executor must be appointed
to comply with all of the rules and laws.



